From Pre-Modernity to Post-Modernity

	Aspects of life
	Pre-modernity. Early settlements to 18th century
	Modernity. 18th century to 1950’s
	Post-modernity. 1950 to present.

	Work


	Men and women worked in cottage industries and on land.
	Mechanisation of many processes le to factory work for many.
	Decline in manufacturing. Growth

of service industries and professions. 

	Classes and hierarchies


	Feudal system for much of this period. Very little social mobility.
Ascribed status.
	Growth of middle class including new industrialists and entrepreneurs. Status often personally achieved.
	Universal mobility brings social mobility, less deference, class boundaries blurred. Many seek identity through consumerism.

	Society
	Little social mobility. Very strong communities in rural settings.
	Social mobility and rapid urbanisation. Growth of individualism.
Signs reflect reality.
	Baudrillard: in modern societies people live isolated lives sharing common consumption of the media through which they experience the world. ‘The death of the social’. The mass of the population express a lack of interest in social solidarity and politics.
In 21st century many western societies affluent and consumer orientated. Consumption moves people away from social relationships into consumer lifestyles. Consumer goods are ‘sign-objects’ – we consume the image they provide rather than the object itself. Signs exist that have no reality but themselves. Signs (like celebrity) have no underlying  reality = simulacrum. So much of our lives is based on simulacra or signs that have no meaning that we are living in a world of hyperreality or image.

	Family
	Fixed. Arranged marriages.
	Strong family ties and networks.
	Choice, diversity and insecurity.

	Communication

And media

	Printing invented during this period but most illiterate.
	Increased literacy leads to popularity of newspapers, novels, magazines, and postal system. Telephones, radio and TV towards end of period.
	The computer and internet revolutionise communication and work. TV’s and computers in virtually every home. Knowledge and understanding created by the media. The media play a central role in the death of the social. People rely on media for their knowledge and understanding o the world. People’s behaviour influenced by the media.

	Knowledge of science


	Scientific and medical knowledge extremely limited. Religious or superstitious explanations for many phenomena such as mental or physical illness.
	Enlightenment brought rapid scientific progress. Improved medicine and new inventions led to hope that science would solve most problems. Scientific meta narrative.
	Dangers of science became apparent with atomic bomb. Fear of ‘Frankenstein foods’ BSE and cloning. ‘Risk’ society (Beck). Risks seen as spiralling out of control. Problems like global warming and nuclear war too complex for societies to deal with. Explains growth of anxiety and control over children from ‘strangers’ and accidents. Health and safety legislation as demand for governments to minimize any risks. Yet life expectancy greatly enhanced.
(Lyotard) End of the scientific meta-narrative and political and social theories like Marxism and functionalism. These narratives fail to explain society which is too complex to understand and out of control.

	Moral attitudes and patterns of thought


	People accepted the absolute values preached by the church.
	As hierarchies began to break down, thought became increasingly rational. Traditions questioned and people more individualistic.
	Moral relativism. Wide range of religious viewpoints and variety of ideas as a result of media and globalisation. For some this brings confusion and anxiety. This has resulted in the growth of fundamentalism.


